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Overview 

A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of 
Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. 
Our teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift 
arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity 
of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different 
groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time. 

Aims  

Our History curriculum aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the 
earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has 
influenced and been influenced by the wider world 

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient 
civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European 
societies; achievements and follies of mankind 

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, 
‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, 
difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, 
frame historically valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written 
narratives and analyses 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make 
historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past 
have been constructed 

 gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts: understanding 
the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, 
economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term 
timescales 

Key stage 1 

Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the 
passing of time. They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological 
framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They 
should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, 
choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key 
features of events. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and 
identify different ways in which it is represented.  In planning to ensure the progression described 
above through teaching about the people, events and changes outlined below, teachers are often 
introducing pupils to historical periods that they will study more fully at key stages 2 and 3. 

Key stage 2 

Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, 
local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They 
should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical 
terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, 



cause, similarity and difference, and significance. They should construct informed responses that 
involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. They should understand 
how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. 

Scheme of Work 

Our children are given opportunities to develop their musical skills and understanding in terms of 
performing, creating and responding to music on an on-going basis throughout all topics, working 
both inside the classroom and in the designated outdoor music area.  

 

Class  Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

 

YR  Through continuous provision, children talk about past and present events in 
their own lives and in the lives of family members. Children remember and 
talk about significant events in their own experience. 

Y1 Significant Individuals - 
Sir Francis Beaufort 

Significant people – 
Astronauts; Changes 
within living memory 
 
Significant people – Sir 
Francis Beaufort 

 

Y2 Significant Individuals-
Sporting Heroes 

Significant Historical 
People- Captain James 
Cook, Grace Darling 
 

Famous Pirates 

Castles and Castle Life 
 

Significant Individuals-
Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel 

Y3 Ancient Rome – 
Pompeii –  
 

Ancient Greece 

Significant individuals – 
James Lind 

Prehistoric Britain from 
the Stone Age to Iron 
Age 

Y4  Historic use of potions 19th Century ocean 
exploration 

Native Americans 

Y5 Significant individuals – 
Galileo Galilee; Isaac 
Newton; 1960’s Space 
race 

14th Century England The Tudors  

Changes over the Last 
Century 

Y6 The Second World War Emigration and 
Exploration in the Early 
1900s 

Social Reformers 

 

Galen: A Significant 
Turning Point in British 
History 

History of the World 
Wide Web 

Assessment 

As a school, we are moving towards age-related expectations rather than levels. This change means 

that children will be working on objectives that are appropriate to their skills level and yet still provide 

elements of challenge.  

By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills 

and processes specified in the relevant programme of study. 


