
 

Phonics at New Longton All Saints’ 

 

What is Phonics? 

 

Phonics is a method used to teach children to read and write and is based on the sounds that letters 

make rather than the letter name. e.g. apple starts with an /a/ sound instead of an /ai/ sound like you 

can hear in ‘cake’.  This approach helps children to hear, identify and use the sounds that different letters 

and groups of letters make and support them in being able to distinguish one word from another. For 

example, knowing that the grapheme ‘c’ at the beginning of ‘cat’ makes a /c/ sound but 

the grapheme  ‘ch’ in ‘chop’ makes a /ch/ sound. 

There are forty-four different sounds (phonemes) in the English language, so that’s a lot for children to 

remember. There are also many common-exception words/hard to read and spell words to learn that do 

not follow regular spelling rules and need to be recognised by sight. 

The order in which the letter sounds (phonemes) are taught is important so that children can start using 

the sounds they know to decode words and sentences as early as possible. 

 

What is ELS? 

 

Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS) is our chosen phonics programme at New Longton All Saints’ . 

https://essentiallettersandsounds.org/  

Essential Letters and Sounds is a complete Systematic Synthetic Phonics Programme (SSP) validated by 

the DFE. It teaches children to read by identifying the phonemes (smallest unit of sound) and graphemes 

(written version of the sound) within words and using these to read words. 

Children experience the joy of books and language whilst rapidly acquiring the skills they need to 

become fluent independent readers and writers. 

Please see the glossary at the bottom of this page for definitions of the key words in bold font.  

 

Intent 

 To ensure consistent practice, progression and continuity in the teaching and learning of phonics 

throughout the school with a focus on quality first teaching. 

 To ensure that systematic synthetic phonics is the first approach pupils use to develop with their 

reading and writing skills. 

 To encourage children to learn to read for meaning in addition to developing their ability 

to decode texts using their phonological awareness. 

 To give children the confidence to apply their phonic knowledge across the curriculum. 

 To use robust assessment procedures to check progress and swiftly identify pupils in need of 

additional support. 

 To provide targeted support to pupils as required to ensure they are able to 'keep up' with age 

related expectations wherever possible.  

 

Implementation 

 We consistently follow the principles and practice as set out in Essential Letters and Sounds 

(ELS). 

 We use a simple, consistent approach to teaching phonics. Children will experience the same 

classroom routines within each lesson which reduces cognitive load and maximises the chances 

of success. 

 All children are supported within the lesson to use their new phonic knowledge independently. 

 In every single ELS lesson, your child will make the direct application to reading. 

https://essentiallettersandsounds.org/


 Daily Phonics sessions start from the beginning of Reception with lots of opportunities for oral 

blending-c/oa/t 

 The main focus is on word recognition. However, new vocabulary is also given and explained in 

every lesson. 

 Opportunities are given for writing-new grapheme, words and sentences. 

 We regularly assess and monitor pupils’ reading and writing of GPCs (Grapheme Phoneme 

Correspondences), hard to read and spell words/common-exception words and high frequency 

words so that gaps in knowledge can be identified and addressed promptly and/or additional 

support provided if necessary. 

 We provide pupils with a curriculum that is rich in reading so that pupils are exposed to texts 

from a wide range of genres and authors that they can apply their phonic knowledge to and 

develop their understanding. 

 

Our Phonics Curriculum 

Right from when our pupils begin Reception, they are provided with plenty of opportunities to develop 

their speaking and listening skills which will form the foundations of learning to read and write. The more 

that a child is communicated with and encouraged to use good listening skills, the more likely it is that 

they will succeed in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 when learning the sounds we use to read and write. 

ELS provides phonics curriculum maps showing the progression of phonics for each year group. This 

teaching sequence supports pupils in becoming fluent readers by the end of Year 2 and means that they 

can begin blending and segmenting simple CV and CVC words to read and write in their first week of 

being exposed to phonics in Reception.  

 

Impact 

 The vast majority of pupils will become fluent readers by the end of Year 2 so that they can focus 

on developing their reading fluency, stamina and comprehension skills throughout the rest of 

their time at school. 

 Pupils will be equipped with the skills, strategies and confidence needed in order to read and 

spell unfamiliar words. 

 Pupils develop a love of reading due to the engaging yet challenging phonic experiences they 

are provided with. 

 Pupils will be supported by their phonics knowledge in reading for pleasure across a wide range 

of genres and reading experiences.  

How can I support my child with phonics? 

Parents and carers have an important role to play in their child's reading journey. At the beginning of the 

year, we invite parents and carers to attend a workshop that will focus on phonics and how to support 

your child’s reading at home.  

We must use pure sounds when we are pronouncing the sounds and supporting children in reading 

words. If we mispronounce these sounds we will make reading harder for our children. On our school 

website you will find a link to videos where you can hear the correct pronunciation of the sound so that 

you know how to pronounce it with your child. Each week staff will release a video showing the sound 

your child is learning that week so you can support them at home. 

To best support us in teaching your child how to read we ask that you read the decodable text provided 

by the school four times across the week. Spending 10 minutes a day reading with your child will hugely 

support them in their journey to becoming an independent reader. 



We will be changing children’s books once a week, this allows your child to re-read each text several 

times building their confidence and fluency. This is especially important as they begin to learn that the 

sounds within our language can be spelt in different ways. 

It is a key part of learning to read that children re-read words and sentences that they can decode 

(sound out) until they are fluent (read with ease and precision). By reading texts several times children 

have the greatest opportunity to achieve this fluency. 

The texts sent home are carefully matched to the teaching taking place in school. Your child will be 

practising what they have been taught in school with you at home. We will only ask children to read 

books independently when they can decode these by themselves. Any books that are not yet decodable 

for the children will be a sharing book. These books are there for you to read with your child, helping us 

to instil a love of reading from the very beginning of their reading journey. These could be read together 

with your child reading the words they are able to decode or could be read to your child. 

Top Tips for Parents/Carers: 

 

 Read daily with your child. They will be provided with ‘decodable’ books which they can use their 

phonic knowledge to read. You can support them by encouraging them to ‘sound-out’ 

and blend together the sounds in unfamiliar words. E. g. ‘sh-i-p….ship!’. 

 When demonstrating to your child how to pronounce a particular sound, always make the sound 

as short as possible. E. g. The letter ‘p’ makes a short /p/ sound rather than a long ‘puh’ sound. 

 Ensure your child completes their weekly spelling homework. We move quickly through learning 

through the sounds, so this will help them to consolidate the learning that they are doing in class 

for that particular week. 

 Make reading fun! Your child will be provided with a sharing book every week which you can 

read together. These books are not fully 'decodable' (although your child may be able to read 

some of the text too) but they have been provided to inspire your child to develop a love of 

books and reading.  

  

Useful websites for parents/carers 

 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/oxford-owl-videos/phonics-videos/  

https://www.phonicshero.com/synthetic-phonics/ 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/learn-to-read-phonics/ 

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 

 

What if my child requires additional support in phonics? 

 

 Pupils who require additional support with phonics are quickly identified by the class teacher 

through assessment of their reading, writing and spelling ability. This includes pupils who join 

the school as mid-phase admissions.  

 Additional support is provided through quality-first teaching during pupils’ regular daily lessons, 

however when appropriate, these pupils may also take part in small targeted adult-led group or 

individual sessions, in agreement with the Phonics Leader and SENCo (Special Educational Needs 

Co-ordinator). 

 Small group sessions (Wave 2 Phonics) will follow all the principles and practices as set out 

above and in the ELS handbook.  

 

 

 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/oxford-owl-videos/phonics-videos/
https://www.phonicshero.com/synthetic-phonics/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/learn-to-read-phonics/
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


Pupils with Special Educational Needs (SEND) 

 

 Any child who has a barrier to learning is given the opportunity to learn and 

apply phonics through a 'hands on' and multi-sensory approach that uses concrete objects to 

support learning.  

 Pupils are taught one new concept at a time and have chance to consolidate and generalise 

before moving on through the Essential Letters and Sounds programme.  

 Pupils who have an EHCP (Education, Health & Care Plan) will be taught phonics using adapted 

and structured activities, appropriate to the needs of the individual. 

  

 

Glossary of Phonics Terms 

blend To draw individual sounds together to pronounce a word: for example, s-n-a-p, blended 

together, reads ‘snap’. 

Blending hands Clap your hands (silently) as you blend the sounds together to say the whole word. 

Consonant A speech sound in which the breath channel is at least partly obstructed and which can be 

combined with a vowel to form a syllable (i.e. the letters b, c, d, f, g, h, j, k, l, m, n, p, q, r, s, t, v, 

w, x, y, z). 

Decoding Extracting meaning from symbols. In the case of reading, the symbols are letters, which are 

decoded into words. 

Decodable text A text which is entirely decodable based on the sounds and graphemes that have been taught. 

A child will not encounter a ‘tricky’ or HRS word that they have not yet been taught, nor will they 

be asked to ‘guess’ what sound a grapheme represents. ELS includes linked decodable readers, 

to ensure that every child is able to decode independently and re-read the books until they 

achieve fluency. Children begin using decodable readers from the first days of teaching. 

Digraph Two letters making one sound: for example, <ch>, <th>, <sh>, <ng>. 

Grapheme A letter or a group of letters representing one phoneme: for example, <sh>, <ch>, <igh>, 

<ough> (‘though’). 

Grapheme Phoneme 

Correspondence 

(GPC) 

The relationship between sounds and the letters which represent those sounds; also known as 

‘letter–sound correspondence’.  

Harder to read and 

spell words (HRS) 

Words that children will find harder to read and spell as they will not have been taught the 

relevant GPCs.  



Long vowel A vowel sound which is long - there are 5 of them: /ai/ (as in make, rain, day), /ee/ (as in these, 

me, tree), /igh/ (as in tie, night, my), /oa/ (as in coat, low, go), /ue/ (as in moon, tune, unit). 

Me, then you To ensure that children can apply their understanding independently, we must always give them 

the information required. First, we show how to do/say something. Then they copy us, before 

repeating this by themselves. We repeat these steps, reducing our modelling as children’s 

fluency and independence increases. 

Mnemonics Songs, rhymes, acronyms that help us to remember certain facts or large amounts of 

information. In phonics, for example, we use an image of a cat curved into a ‘c’ shape to help 

pupils remember what one of the graphemes for ‘c’ looks like. 

Phoneme The smallest single identifiable sound: for example, the letters ‘sh’ represent just one phoneme 

(/sh/) but ‘sp’ represents two (/s/ and /p/). 

Robot arms When sound-talking a word (orally segmenting it into the phonemes within the word), Reading 

Teachers and children use robot arms to physically make the link between the separating of the 

sounds. This assists children in hearing the separate sounds within the word and ensures that 

they do not form ‘consonant clusters’ or ‘onset and rime’, which are not part of the ELS 

programme. The word is said in ‘robot talk’ and then blending hands are used to blend the 

word. 

Schwa Schwas are the unstressed vowel sounds within a word. These often sound like a short /u/: for 

example, ladder, elephant, again, author. Pronunciation of these words can vary, and so for 

some speakers a vowel may have a schwa sound, and for others the vowel may be pronounced 

as spelled, in which case the words are not harder to read or spell. 

Segment To split up a word into its individual phonemes in order to spell it: for example, the word ‘cat’ 

has three phonemes /c/ /a/ /t/. Children are asked to count the individual sounds in the word to 

help them to spell it. 

Short vowel A vowel sound which is short - there are 5 of them: /a/ (as in cat), /e/ (as in bed), /i/ (as in pin), 

/o/ (as in hot), /u/ (as in hut). 

Split digraph Two vowels that make one sound but are split by one or more consonants: for example, <a–e> 

as in ‘make’ or <i–e> as in ‘inside’. There are six split digraphs in the English language: <a–e>, 

<e–e>, <i–e>, <o–e>, <u–e>, <y–e> (as in ‘type’). 

Trigraph Three letters making one sound: for example, <igh>. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


