
 

Art Progression at NLAS 
 

Intent 
Our aim is for all pupils to be knowledgeable, expressive and inspired:   

 

In art, this means children are engaged and inspired by a well-designed, sequential curriculum. A wide range of enrichment opportunities and the opportunity to work with specialists, complements teaching. Art is highly valued as part 

of our rich curriculum and supports children to acquire the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life. 
 

Our Four Curriculum Drivers underpin our approach to learning across all subjects at NLAS. 

 

 
 

 

Our intent is that our children learn about great artists and designers from different historical periods and cultures. They will develop the knowledge and skills to produce creative work across a range of media and genres. 
 

Through the teaching of subject specific technical vocabulary and opportunities to discuss works of art during lessons, children develop their ability to think critically, evaluate and develop their understanding of art and design. 

Contrasting localities are carefully chosen to help children to recognise the diversity of our local communities, providing an opportunity to deepen their frame of reference and show empathy and understanding to others. As such, 

resources and materials are selected to challenge stereotypical images of places. 

 

Linking the content of the curriculum to our 10 core values and our All Saints’ Way is essential in the teaching of art: empowering children with the confidence to have a go, to learn from mistakes and to keep trying and improving. 

 

Works and artists covered reflect the diversity of our community enabling pupils to see themselves within the art curriculum. This supports their belief that they too can be great artists or designers. The focus on having a growth mind-

set is essential in the teaching of art empowering children with the confidence to have a go, to learn from mistakes and to keep trying and improving. 

 

Children explore the purposes of art within a context as well as its meaning within their own life and future e.g. exploring art as activism or the role of art during WW2. An appreciation of the arts is essential to fully engaging in a rich 

cultural life. 

 

All children, including those who have SEND or are disadvantaged are supported to fully access our curriculum. This may include additional adult support or the use of visuals, structured sentence stems, resources, etc. which acts as a 

scaffold for children’s learning. 

 

 

Implementation 

 

The Art scheme of work, developed by staff across all key stages, lays out the sequential steps to be taught so that new knowledge and skills build on what has been taught before and pupils can work towards clearly defined high 

quality outcomes.  

 

Key artists and genres to be taught are outlined to ensure children learn about, and be inspired by, a range of periods and artistic approaches 



 

Art is taught in units, with lessons sometimes blocked to allow immersion in the process. 

 

Each strand of art (drawing, painting, print, sculpture, design and craft) is covered and revisited so that pupils retain and build upon prior learning. 

Children have focussed art appreciation lessons based on the theme, genre or media they are studying. This builds knowledge and acts as inspiration for their own creativity. 

Children can further their interest and experience by attending one of our arts based clubs – this includes pottery, building explorers and art club. 

 

The Art lead supports teachers and monitors standards by reviewing planning of units, talking to children with their books and completing walkthroughs and drop ins of lessons. Governors are also involved in these processes. 

 

 

Impact 
 

Children at NLAS can express informed opinions, make connections and have a developing knowledge of artists from different periods 

Children build the skills needed to produce their own works across a range of styles and media. 

Standards in art are high as demonstrated in the quality works produced. 

  



 

Art & 

Design 

 

EYFS 

Collage 

Create images from a variety of media 

e.g. photocopies, tissue paper, foil, 

magazines, fabric. 

 

Painting 

Know the name of the primary 

colours. 

Investigate the effects when 

colours are mixed. 

Explore painting on different 

surfaces. (painting with mud on 

trees, rolls of textured wallpaper 

for handprints etc. 

Enjoy experimenting with a variety 

of tools e.g. sponges, twigs, 

fingers, feathers 

 

Digital Media 

Take photographs using digital 

sources. 

Experiment with a simple graphics 

package. 

Change the size of the brush and 

the colour of the line. 

 

3D art 

Enjoy using a range of malleable 

media such as papier Mache, salt 

dough, playdough. 

Impress and apply simple 

decorations. 

Cut shapes using a cutting knife. 

Create a sculpture using natural or 

recycled materials. 

 

Printing 

Enjoy taking rubbings of bricks, 

leaves, coins, concrete etc. 

Experiment printing with a range of 

everyday objects. 

Develop simple printing patterns. 

Use a stencil to create a picture. 

Textiles 

Add colour to material using fabric pens and 

crayons. 

Create own fabric by weaving materials e.g. 

ribbon through the railings, grass through twigs 

etc. 

Complete a fabric collage by layering fabrics. 

Experiment with simple stitch work or threading 

through pre punched holes. 

Art & 

Design 

 

Year 1 

Drawing and 3D sculpture  

Artist - Elianne Monnin , female,  French, 

1976 – present 

 
Creates work related to nature with 

texture and pattern 

 

 
 

 

Icebergs and penguins  

 

David McEown   

 

Collage – the Great Fire of 

London  

 

Study this picture of the fire and 

examine colours, shapes and 

feelings 

 
 

Christmas cards 

 

 

 

 

 Easter cards and Mother’s Day cards 

 

Artist – Vincent Van Gogh 

 
Frida Kahlo (Mexican) 

 
 

D7) Investigate developing a range of 

tones using a pencil. 

 

Artist - Rachel Reynolds, female, 

Southampton 1985 - present printed 

background with hand drawings  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D6) Draw lines and shapes from 

observation on different surfaces. 

 

D8) Investigate pattern and texture 

by describing, naming, rubbing and 

copying 

 

Printing 

 

PR5) Print with a range of hard and 

soft materials, e.g. corks, sponge, 

vegetables.  

PR6) Create a simple mono-print. 

PR7) Create repeated patterns using 

print. 

 



 

  

Drawing 

D5) Experiment with a greater variety of 

drawing tools, rubbers, charcoal, 

ballpoint pen, pastels 

3D sulpture 

3D5) Experiment with plasticine, clay, 

Modroc, Papier Mache. 

 

3D6) Shape and model materials for a 

purpose e.g. a pot, tile etc. 

 

3D7) Impress materials and apply simple 

decorations adding pattern and texture 

 

3D8) Manipulate materials in a variety of 

ways such as rolling, pinching, kneading, 

impressing. 

Make a clay model of a penguin 

 

 

Painting 

P5) Know the names of the secondary 

colours and start to predict how to 

create them. 

P6) Investigate using a variety of 

brush sizes. 

P7)To hold a brush correctly and 

paint in 2 directions. 

P8) Work on different scales – 

selecting appropriately sized 

paintbrushes 

 

 

 



 

  

Art & 

Design 

 

Year 2 

 

The Place Where I live] 

L.S. Lowry – link to history – learning 

about significant individuals 

 

 
 

 

Drawing 

 

D9) Investigate tone using pastels or 

charcoal. (different shades of grey) 

 

D10) Produce an expanding range of 

patterns and textures, increasing in 

levels of detail. 

 

D11) Use a variety of drawing techniques 

such as hatching, scribbling, stippling 

and blending to create light / dark lines. 

 

D4) Take photographs using digital 

sources and print them out to add to 

sketchbook. 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Card. 

 

P11) Can spread and apply paint to 

make a background 

 

Explorers 

 

Painting 

Sophie Knight 

 

  

 
 

P9) Create textured paint by adding plaster and 

flour – queen painting 

 

P10) Create tones (by adding different greys) for the 

primary colours and name them- e.g. pink, 

burgundy mint green, navy blue etc. 

 

 

P12) create a colour wheel independently. 

Farm Shop 

 

Textiles 

 

T5) Begin to identify 

different forms of 

textiles. 

 

T6) Cut and shape 

fabrics using scissors. 

 

T7) Have a go at 

threading a needle 

and sewing two 

pieces of material 

together. 

 

T8) Apply shapes 

using glue 

 

 

 

Mothers’ day card 

T9) Apply colour 

using printing 

Mono print a flower 

using poster paints 

onto white fabric.  

Display in a windowed 

card 

Easter card 

T10) Weave using 

interesting objects 

such as ribbon in a 

bike wheel. 

 

 

Amazing Africa 

 

Collage 

abdoulaye konaté, Mali, Africa , 1953-

present 

 

 
C2) Collect, sort and group materials 

according to texture, colour, pattern etc. 

 

C3) Arrange and glue materials to different 

backgrounds. 

 

C4) fold and crumple paper to create 

different textures. 

Buckets and Spades 

Abigail Mill 

Serena Hall 

 
Steve Read 

 
Digital Art 

 

D4) Take photographs using digital 

sources and print them out to add to 

sketchbook. 

 

D5) Use a graphics package with 

confidence. 

 

D6) change the size and style of the 

brush, use the eraser and fill tools, 

 

D7) Use selection and cropping tools 



 

Art & 

Design 

Year 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas card  

 

 
 

 

P15) Develop a wash technique 

using watercolours 

 

Create a rough watercolour wash in 

2 or 3 colours. 

 

Let it dray and then use a fine liner 

over the top to draw dimple design 

e.g. the stable or the star. 

 

Simple but should be really effective 

Vegetables 

Yayoi Kusama 

 
 

 

  

 
 

Collage  

Eileen Downes 

 

 

American - 

current   

 

 

 

 

 

C5) Fold, 

crumple, tear and overlap a 

variety of papers to create texture 

and form. 

 

C6) Use collage as a means of 

collecting ideas and information 

and building up a visual 

vocabulary. 

Megan Coyle -America – current 

 
Digital Media  

Fossils 

 Robert Hooke 

 
 

 

D12) Develop intricate patterns / marks 

using a wide variety of media.  

 

 

D14) Draw for a sustained period of time 

(20 - 30 minutes) 

 

D15) Draw familiar items from different 

viewpoints 

 

Claudia Giannini 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Mothers’ Day card 

 

T12) Add shapes to fabrics by stitching 

 

T14) Apply decoration using beads, buttons or 

feathers 

 

 
 

 

Easter Card 

 

Sew a simple cross stich cross with a running 

stitch border. 

 

T11) Develop a running stitch and cross stitch. 

 

Add a plait or a tassle to the card 

 

T15) Change and modify threads by splitting, 

fraying, twisting, plaiting, fringing, knotting etc. 

 

 

 

 

Not sure how to incorporate this one.  Would 

need to investigate it first…… 

T13) Investigate using resist tape and dying 

fabric. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Flowers 

Georgia O Keefe (painter)   

 
Current  

 
Painting 

D13) Explore tone using different pencil 

grades – create a tonal ladder. 

 

 

P13) create different tints (adding white) 

and shades (adding black). 

 

P14) Create light and dark within their 

own painting. 

 

 

This year (2022) do you digital media 

here as you missed it in Autumn 2 

 

Go outside and take photographs of 

plants. 

Create plant popart 

 



 

  

D8) Take photographs, download 

and manipulate them using tools 

to change colour, effect, 

saturation. 

 

D9) Present visual images using 

Powerpoint / Photostory. 

 

D10) Use a graphics package to 

draw lines, shapes and create 

textures. 

 

D11) Use tools such as cut, copy 

and paste to manipulate images 

for a particular purpose 

 

 

 

D8) Take photographs, download and 

manipulate them using tools to change 

colour, effect, saturation. 

 

D9) Present visual images using 

Powerpoint / Photostory. 

 

D10) Use a graphics package to draw 

lines, shapes and create textures. 

 

D11) Use tools such as cut, copy and 

paste to manipulate images for a 

particular purpose 



 

Art & 

Design 

 

Year 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit: Skulls  

 

Printing (key skill) 

 

Artists: : Damien Hurst, sculptor. 

(British. 1965-)  

 

 
 Maurits Cornelis Escher, drawing. 

(Dutch. 1898-1972)   

 
Jean–Michel Basquiat 

American  (French 1960-1988) 

 

 

D16) Draw for a sustained period of 

time (30 – 60 minutes)  

 

Unit: The Art of Food 

 

3D sculpture (key skill) 

 

Artists: Isabella Findlay, still life painter. (d. 2008) 

 

Holly Coulis 

 
Ben Nicholson, still life painter (British, 1894, 1982) 

  
 

Paul Cezanne 

 
D18) Create shade and tone using different pencil 

grades and other media. 

 

D19) Create texture and pattern using a range of 

implements 

 

3D9) Make a slip to join two pieces of clay. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mother’s Day Cards – 

creating 3D floral 

bouquet 

Unit: Water, Water Everywhere 

 

Painting/3D work (key skill) 

 

Artists: monet 

 

  

 
Pat de Groot – female British  

http://www.albertmerolagallery.com/pat-

de-groot-exhibition-june-12---july-2-

2015.html 

 
 

Katsushiko Hokusai, painter and 

printmaker. (Japanese, 1760 – 1849) 

 

http://www.albertmerolagallery.com/pat-de-groot-exhibition-june-12---july-2-2015.html
http://www.albertmerolagallery.com/pat-de-groot-exhibition-june-12---july-2-2015.html
http://www.albertmerolagallery.com/pat-de-groot-exhibition-june-12---july-2-2015.html


 

  

D17) Create drawings, 

concentrating on proportion. 

 

D20) Begin to show awareness of 

objects having a third dimension 

 

PR8) Create simple printing blocks 

(Adding string shapes or pieces of 

wood to corrugated cardboard) 

 

PR9) Combine prints taken from 

different objects to produce an end 

piece. 

 

PR10) Create a simple polystyrene 

printing tile. 

 

PR11) Print with 2 colour overlays. 

 

PR12) Print on fabric as well as 

paper 

 

 

Christmas Cards: watercolours 

 

 

 

 

3D10) Create larger ware by using slab, pinch or coil 

techniques. 

 

3D11) Construct a simple base for extending and 

modelling other shapes. 

 

3D12) Model over an armature (a newspaper frame 

for Modroc 

 

 

 

 

 

P16) To experiment with texture by adding 

sand, sawdust, pencil shavings etc. to paint 

 

P17) Use shade (adding black) to add depth 

and distance to paintings. 

 

P18) Can create different effects by using a 

variety of tools and techniques such as 

dots, scratches, splashes and applying paint 

in layers. 

 

 

 



 

  

Art & 

Design 

 

Year 5 

 

 

 

 

Laura 

Benavente a.k.a. mililitros 

 

http://www.fubiz.net/2013/11/06/paper-

craft-sculptures-of-food/ 

 

3D14) Use recycled, natural and man-

made materials to create sculptures, 

concentrating on joining techniques. 

 

  

3D16) Recognise sculpture forms in the 

environment, furniture, buildings, 

statues, natural world 

 

 

 

Shaolan Sung 

 

 

 

Loukas Koritos 

 

 

 

 

Study of fruit or vegetable made out of 

clay. 

(A pepper cut in half works really well) 

 

 

3D13) Combine pinch, slab and coil to 

produce an end piece. 

 

3D15) Demonstrate understanding of 

different ways of finishing work, glaze, 

paint, polish. 

 

 

Painting 

Alma Thomas (African American) 

 
Created many space pictures 

 

Painting 

 

P19) To add texture to acrylic pa int, using a variety of 

plastic tools. 

 

P20) Develop a painting from a drawing 

 

P21) Mix and use complimentary and contrasting 

colours 

 

Collage 

 

C7) create a mixed media image by adding collage to 

a printed or painted background. 

 

C8) Use a range of media to create collage. 

 

C9) Use collage as a means of extending work from 

initial ideas. 

 

 Digital Art.  

Aatmica Ojha (Indian artist) 

   
 

 

Study Henri Rousseau 

1844 - 1910 

 

 
 

Study of plants – first hand observation 

  D21) Draw for a sustained period of time (over 1 or 2 sessions) 

D22) Draw the same object/ image on a variety of scales 

D23) Develop close observational skills. 

D24) develop a key element of their work: line, tone, pattern or texture. 

 

Photograph plants from different angles and perspectives 

D12) Record, collect, store and manipulate visual images independently. 

 

DM13) Use a graphics package to create and manipulate new images. 

 

DM14) Import an image into a graphics package and manipulate it. 

 

DM15) Understand that a digital image is created by layering and create layered images from 

original ideas from own 

sketchbook.https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Layers_(digital_image_editing) 

 

http://www.fubiz.net/2013/11/06/paper-craft-sculptures-of-food/
http://www.fubiz.net/2013/11/06/paper-craft-sculptures-of-food/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Layers_(digital_image_editing)


 

 

Art & 

Design 

 

Year 6 

Camouflage art – Printing 

Andy Warhol (American) – printing 1928-1987  

  
Sonny - British / South African – street artist 

current  

 

 
http://sonnyonline.com/portfolio/street/  

D25) Use different techniques for different 

purposes e.g. shading, hatching, scribbling,  

blending, stippling. 

D26) Develop close observation skills using a 

variety of viewfinders. 

 

PR13) Create detailed polystyrene printing tiles. 

PR14) Experiment with overprinting by removing 

sections of tile. 

PR15) Experiment with positive and negative 

shapes 

PR16) Use mixed media with printing 

PR17) Experiment with overprinting motifs and 

colour. 

PR18) Use print as a starting point for 

embroidery 

Camouflage art – Printing 

Continued.  

 

 

Christmas Card  

Painting 

Pablo Picasso (Spanish) 1881 -1973 - painter  

   
Jemma Phipps (British) – charcoal and oil current  

    

 
 

D27) Develop drawing using mixed media 

 

P22) Compare and contrast the use of acrylic paint 

and watercolours 

P23) Mix and match colours to create atmosphere 

and light effects. 

P24) Start to develop their own style of painting 

through the development of e.g. colour, tone, 

shade, pattern, texture. 

P25) Mix colours, tints, tones and shades with 

confidence knowing which works well in their work 

 Embroidery – Seaside Scenes 

Laura Edgar (British) – textiles current  

 
Claude Monet – painter (French) 1840-1926  

 
 

 
 

D28) Develop awareness of composition, 

scale and proportion –foreground, middle 

ground, background 

T16) Investigate dying effects on fabric. 

T17) Create textures by overlapping and 

layering shapes and textures. 

T18) Experiment with different stitching 

techniques – running stitch, back stitch, 

cross stitch. 

T19) Experiment with wax resist and batik 

using 2 or more colours. 

T20) Produce 2 colour tie die 

 

 

http://sonnyonline.com/portfolio/street/

