
 

Geography Progression at NLAS 
 

Intent 
Our aim is for all pupils to be knowledgeable, expressive and inspired:   

 

In Geography, this means children are engaged and inspired by a well-designed sequential curriculum to be curious and interested to explore the world that we live in. Geography is highly valued as part of our rich curriculum and 

equips children with the geographical skills they need to develop their knowledge through studying places, people and natural and human environments and to acquire the knowledge and understanding of the world and their place in 

it. 

 

Our Four Curriculum Drivers underpin our approach to learning across all subjects at NLAS. 

 

 
 

 

Our intent is that our children learn about diverse places, people, resources and the natural and human environments; about the processes that give rise to the key human and geographical features of the world; and how these are 

interdependent and can change over time. They will learn the geographical skills needed to undertake an enquiry, use a range of sources including the experience of fieldwork, in order to communicate geographical information in a 

range of ways. 

 

Through the teaching of subject specific technical vocabulary and opportunities for focused talk during lessons, children develop their ability to speculate, make connections and interpret evidence to develop their understanding about 

the world and its people and build their knowledge to support them throughout their journey in school. 

 

Contrasting localities are carefully chosen to help children to recognise the diversity of our local communities, providing an opportunity to deepen their frame of reference and show empathy and understanding to others. As such, 

resources and materials are selected to challenge stereotypical images of places. 

 

Linking the content of the curriculum to our 10 core values and our All Saints’ Way is essential in the teaching of geography: empowering children with the confidence to have a go, to learn from mistakes and to keep trying and 

improving. 

 

Children explore geography within contexts that connect with their own lives e.g. local area, Rivington Pike visit. 

Within our Enrichment calendar, there are opportunities to develop links to key issues and current affairs, such as through Earth Day, Fair Trade links and our Eco Warriors pupil voice group. 

 

Fieldwork is an essential part of geography. Visits within the local area support children to value their neighbourhood and understand the impact they can have. On a wider scale, visits to other parts of the country on residential visits 

and school trips enable our children to develop a sense of place and belonging and that they are empowered to make improvements to their environment.  A sense of curiosity and fascination about the world is essential to fully 

engaging in a rich, cultural life.  

 

All children, including those who have SEND or are disadvantaged are supported to fully access our curriculum. This may include additional adult support or the use of visuals, structured sentence stems, resources, etc. which acts as a 

scaffold for children’s learning. 

 

 



 

Implementation 

 

The Geography scheme of work, developed by staff across all key stages, lays out the sequential steps to be taught so that new knowledge and skills build on what has been taught before and pupils can work towards clearly defined 

high quality outcomes.  

 

Geography is taught within topics, with lessons sometimes blocked to allow immersion in the process. Each strand of Geography (locational knowledge, place knowledge, Human and physical geography, Geographical Skills and field 

work) is covered and revisited so that pupils retain and build upon prior learning. 

 

Opportunities for fieldwork are built in to topics wherever possible. Residential school journeys outside of the immediate locality provide the opportunity for developing mapping skills, using compasses and grid references. These visits 

also provide first-hand experiences of different types of settlements as well as physical landscape features such as fields and mountains.  

 

Links are made with other curriculum areas to enable pupils to revisit and embed key knowledge within a different context e.g. volcanoes- Ancient Rome, rivers- Ancient Egypt, the use of Digimaps and ICT, music 

 

Environmental impact of human/physical geography is taught within key units. 

 

The geography lead supports teachers and monitors standards by reviewing planning of units, talking to children with their books and completing walkthroughs and drop ins of lessons. Governors are also involved in these processes. 

 

 

Impact 
 

Children at NLAS can express informed opinions, make connections and have a developing knowledge of the world around them. 

 

Children understand their impact on their locality and the wider world and are inspired to live a sustainable, environmentally friendly life. 

 

Children have developed the geographical knowledge and skills to help them explore, navigate and understand the world around them and their place in it. 

  



 

Locational & Place Knowledge 

Year 

Group 
Key Knowledge Key Skills Key Vocabulary 

EYFS 

Name village (New Longton) 

Understand where they live and its relationship to their current position (i.e. in school) 

To understand what a map is 

Use a map to find different places of immediate areas Tier 1: New Longton, my house, classroom, playground, street, park, club, 

road 

Tier 2: 

Tier 3: 

1 

Remember New Longton Village 

Name local towns of Preston, Penwortham & villages that border New Longton 

(Whitestake/Hutton/ etc) 

Name the 4 countries and name the capital cities of the UK. 

To recognise that New Longton is in Lancashire 

Focus on Antarctica 

Start to understand the location of some continents and oceans. Europe/North 

America/Africa/Antarctica (Link to English) 

Locate local towns on a map 

Locate the 4 countries and name the capital cities of the UK on a map 

Tier 1: England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, United Kingdom, town, 

village, city 

Tier 2: Capital, London, Belfast, Cardiff, Edinburgh 

Tier 3: Europe, Atlantic Ocean, English Channel, River Thames, North Sea, 

Irish Sea, equator 

2 

Remember the capital cities of the UK and know the surrounding seas. 

Name the world’s seven continents and five oceans. 

Understand geographical similarities and differences of human and physical geography 

of New Longton to and small area of a non-European country in Africa  

To orientate a map correctly 

Locate characteristics of the four countries of the UK 

Local capital cities and surrounding seas 

Locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 

Tier 1: Earth, globe, continent, country, ocean, 

Tier 2: Asia, Africa, Europe, North America, South America, 

Australasia/Oceania, Antarctica, AND Arctic, Atlantic, Pacific, Indian, 

Southern (ocean)equator 

Tier 3: Northern hemisphere, Southern hemisphere, 

3 

Name bordering counties to Lancashire and the major cities of England, the geographical 

regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical 

features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns;  

Study France and Peru learn about environmental regions, key physical and human 

characteristics, countries, and major cities 

Link with French curriculum – France Study Link to WHERE? 

identify the position of and begin to understand the significance of Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere the Equator and time zones (including day and night) 

Locate counties and cities in the UK 

Locate some of the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 

(France, Germany, Spain, Italy, Belgium, Netherlands, Greece) and North 

America (America, Canada) 

 

Tier 1: Asia, Africa, North America, South America, Australia, Antarctica, 

continent, map, river, desert, mountain, capital, city, equator 

Tier 2: British Isles, equator, Northern hemisphere, Southern hemisphere 

Tier 3: Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn 

4 

Understand that the UK is split into counties and each county has a major city, 

geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key 

topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use 

patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time. 

Link to History/ Food Tech - Greece 

Of the places studied outside of the UK, learn about environmental regions, key physical 

and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

 

Locate counties and cities in the UK and locate some of the world’s 

countries, using maps to focus on Europe (See Y3 plus Switzerland, 

Poland, Austria, Sweden, Norway, Iceland, Malta, Denmark, Finland, 

Bulgaria, Croatia) and North America (inc Mexico, Cuba, Caribbean 

countries & Panama) 

Identify the position and understand the significance of Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere.  

Begin to understand the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 

Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including 

day and night) 

Tier 1: Europe, desert, rainforest, map, location, hills, mountains, coasts, 

rivers 

Tier 2: Region, county, human, physical 

Tier 3: environmental, temperate 

5 

Identify the main environmental regions of Brazil, key physical and human characteristics 

and some major cities. 

Identify the key topographical features of specific including coast, features of erosion, 

hills, mountains and rivers in Lancashire and Cumbria 

  

Understand how these features have changed over time. 

On world map, locate Y3/4 countries in Europe and the location of Russia, 

Africa & South America. Locate Greece and its position within Europe. 

Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, 

Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 

time zones (including day and night) 

 

Tier 1: Europe, North America, South America, cities, region, land use, 

county, Africa 

Tier 2: Rural, urban, time zones 

Tier 3: Latitude, longitude, Greenwich meridian 

6 

Identify the main environmental regions of the countries studied, key physical and human 

characteristics and some major cities. 

Indonesia (shh don’t tell high schools) 

On world map, locate most countries in Europe (including the location of 

Russia), Africa, South America and Australasia / Oceania and Antarctica  

Name and locate the key topographical features including coast, features 

of erosion, hills, mountains and rivers. 

 

Tier 1: Africa, Asia, Australasia, Oceania, environmental, human, physical, 

hills, mountains, rivers 

Tier 2: Russia Atlas 

Tier 3: Erosion 



 

Understand the significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, 

the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 

 

Understand how these features have changed over time. 

 

  



 

Human and Physical Geography 

Year 

Group 
Key Knowledge Key Skills Key Vocabulary 

EYFS 

Understand that some places are special to members of their community. 

Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other 

countries. 

Describe features of the natural world around them and what they look, hear and feel like. 

Recognise some environments that are different to the one we live in- open oceans/coral 

reefs (Link to animal topic) 

Understand the effects of changing seasons on the natural world around them.  

Use basic geographical vocabulary to describe human and physical 

features of their local environment and of another country (building, road, 

beach, sea/ocean, river, hill, park, path, forest, summer, autumn, winter, 

spring, hot, cold) 

Tier 1: building, road, beach, sea/ocean, river, hill, park, path, forest, 

summer, autumn, winter, spring, hot, cold, rainy, sunny, cloudy etc 

Tier 2:  

Tier 3: blustery, 

 

 

 

1 

Identify basic seasonal weather patterns in the UK link to science – world meteorological 

day (Enrichment) 

Key language – windy/blustery/mild/humid/gale 

Identify the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the equator and 

poles. Antarctica/Africa  

 

Use basic geographical vocabulary to describe physical features of the 

local environment (forest, hill, mountain, beach, valley, vegetation) 

Use basic geographical vocabulary to describe human features of local 

environment: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, retail (shop / café). 

Tier 1: Hot, cold, weather, seasons, penguins, panda, Middle East, 

autumn, winter, summer, spring, forest, hill, farm, house, Antarctic 

Tier 2: Climate, similarity, difference, changeable, blizzard, hurricane, 

mountain, soil, office, factory, South Pole 

Tier 3: Hemisphere, temperate, drought, equator 

2 

Identify daily and seasonal weather patterns in the UK - world meteorological day 

(Enrichment) 

 

Identify the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to equator the North 

and South poles 

 

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

Key physical features, including; beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, 

sea, ocean, river, valley, vegetation. 

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

city, town, village, factory, farm, house, harbour, retail unit, train station, 

road / railway track / bridleway. 

Tier 1: Sand, ocean, weather, sea, water, seaside, town, map, shop 

Tier 2:  Port, harbour, island, shore, coast, city, town, village 

Tier 3: vegetation 

3 

Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 

physical geography of our region (North West) of the United Kingdom. 

Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including climate zones. 

Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including types of settlement 

and land use. (settlements near Volcanoes) 

 Tier 1:  Volcano, eruption, magma, crust, mantle, outer core, inner 

core, climate zones 

Tier 2: Active, dormant, topsoil, subsoil, bedrock, tornado, biome 

Tier 3: Tectonic plate, tsunami, vegetation belt 

4 

Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 

physical geography of, a region in Greece and a region in Canada 

Link the water cycle to rivers and mountains. 

Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including climate zones. 

Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including types of settlement 

and land use. Link to Canada lakes etc 

Locate regions in different parts of the world Tier 1: Solid, liquid, vapour, melt, freezing, boiling, water cycle 

Tier 2: Evaporation, condensation, ground water, runoff, flood plain, 

pollution, closed cycle 

Tier 3: Precipitation, infiltration 

5 

Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography: rivers, mountains in key areas (Local & 

Brazil) 

Ensure a clear understanding of the water cycle 

Understand the significance and impact of climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts. (Amazon) 

Describe and understand key aspects of distribution of natural resources, focussing on rainforest 

regions. (Amazon) 

Describe and understand some key aspects of human geography, including deforestation (Amazon) 

Find and locate key areas using an atlas /map Tier 1: Coal, nuclear, import, export, wind power, solar power, 

renewable, non-renewable 

Tier 2: Settlement, generation, gigawatt, carbon footprint, food 

miles, origin 

Tier 3: Biomass, conservation, 

6 

Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography: volcanoes and earthquakes (plate 

tectonics) 

Confidently explain the water cycle (Year 5) using appropriate geographical language 

Understand the significance and impact of climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts. 

Describe and understand key aspects of distribution of natural resources, focussing on energy (oil 

and gas) and revisiting rainforest regions. 

Describe and understand some key aspects of human geography, including fair trade, pollution and 

energy production (e.g. oil versus wind power). 

Compare a region of the UK (South Ribble) with a region of another continent (Asia) with significant 

similarities and differences. 

 Tier 1: Trade, import, Fairtrade, export 

Tier 2: Global supply chain, British Empire 

Tier 3: Globalisation 

 



 

 

  



 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

Year 

Group 
Key Knowledge Key Skills Key Vocabulary 

EYFS 

Understand how to look at a simple map 

Devise simple picture maps of an immediate area e.g., classroom, outdoor area 

Observe the natural world around them and describe what they can see, hear and 

feel 

To hold a map the correct way 

Use maps of immediate areas to locate an area/object  

Make observations and sketches of the natural world around them. 

Tier 1: Map, local, place, globe 

Tier 2: 

Tier 3: 

1 

Devise simple picture maps of locality 

Use photographs to recognise basic human and physical features of our locality (Beacon 

Fell / St Anne’s beach / St George’s shopping centre / cinemas) 

 

Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of 

our school and its grounds and key physical / human features of its 

environment 

Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its 

countries. 

Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify continents and oceans 

around the world. 

Tier 1: Map, key, near, far, distance, school, village, town, city 

Tier 2: Direction, compass, address, countryside, travel, fieldwork, 

observe, route 

Tier 3: Aerial view, landmark 

2 
Understand how to read a compass 

Identify key human and physical features 

Use 4 compass directions (NSEW) and simple locational language to 

describe features of landscapes (e.g near and far) 

Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the countries of the UK. 

Refer to world maps, atlases and globes to identify all continents and 

oceans studied, and some key countries studied. 

Describe the location of features and routes on a map using compass 

directions. 

Devise a simple map, including basic symbols in a key (e.g. Africa & Local 

environment topic tie-in). 

Describe the key human and physical features of the school’s surrounding 

areas using observation and fieldwork 

Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and 

basic human and physical features 

Tier 1: Map, atlas, key, globe, farm, symbol 

Tier 2: Compass, location, north, east, south, west 

Tier 3: Physical features, human features 

3 

Learn about and begin to use the 8 points of a compass to build their knowledge of the 

United Kingdom and the wider world 

Use fieldwork to observe, measure record and present the human and physical features in 

the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs 

Begin to independently use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate United Kingdom, France, Peru and describe features 

studied 

Learn about and begin to use the 8 points of a compass to build their 

knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 

 

Tier 1: Map, atlas, globe, continent, country, north, east, south, west, 

compass 

Tier 2: Locate, mapping, Human, physical, plans, features, key 

Tier 3: Ordnance survey, grid reference 

4 

Use fieldwork to observe, measure record and present the human and physical features in 

the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 

digital technologies 

Independently use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to 

locate UK, Canada, Greece and describe features studied 

Learn about and use the 8 points of a compass and begin to use the 4 

figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance 

Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the 

wider world 

Tier 1: Map, atlas, globe, continent, country, north, east, south, west, 

compass 

Tier 2: Locate, mapping, Human, physical, plans, features, key 

Tier 3: Ordnance survey, grid reference 

5 
 

Extend to 6 figure grid references with teaching of latitude and longitude, and 16 points of a 

compass. 

Mainly independently, use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to 

locate countries and describe features studied. 

Analyse statistics to gain insight into locational characteristics (e.g. tourism and 

natural resources) 

Use the eight points of a compass, four figure grid references, symbols and a key. 

Tier 1: Map, atlas, globe, continent, country, north, east, south, west, 

compass 

Tier 2: Locate, mapping, Human, physical, plans, features, key 

Tier 3: Ordnance survey, grid reference 

6 
 

Extend to 6 figure grid references with teaching of latitude and longitude, and 16 points of a 

compass (Residential?) 

Mainly independently, use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to 

locate countries and describe features studied. 

Analyse statistics to gain insight into locational characteristics (e.g. tourism and 

natural resources) 

Use the eight points of a compass, four figure grid references, symbols and a key. 

Tier 1: Map, atlas, globe, continent, country, north, east, south, west, 

compass 

Tier 2: Locate, mapping, Human, physical, plans, features, key 

Tier 3: Ordnance survey, grid reference 

 



 

Assessment 

Fill in 

Equal Opportunities 
Activities should be carefully planned by the class teacher and be differentiated where appropriate for children with SEN and equally the more able and Gifted and Talented children. All resources/materials have been reviewed with 

equal opportunities in mind, e.g. race, gender, ethnicity. Learning experiences in Geography will be available to every child, regardless of race, gender, class or ability. Pupils will be encouraged to value social and cultural diversity 

through learning experiences. They will listen to, and participate in, a variety of experiences in a positive and constructive role. 

Inclusion 
We recognise that in all classes, children have a wide range of ability, and so we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this in a 

variety of ways:  

 setting tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses; 

 setting tasks of increasing difficulty; 

 grouping children by ability and setting different tasks for each group;  

 grouping children in mixed ability groups;  

 providing resources of different complexity, depending on the ability of the child; 

 using classroom assistants to support the work of individuals or groups of children. 

 

 

Responsibility 
The subject leader for Georgaphy is responsible for:  

 Providing leadership and vision 

 Updating the music policy 

 Carrying out the requirements of the school improvement plan linked to their subject. 

 Monitoring the delivery of the published scheme of work and advising on action needed 

 Identifying appropriate staff training 

 Supporting colleagues in their planning and implementation of the scheme of work and in assessment the progress of their children against the age related expectations. 

 Maintaining a file of evidence, recording a range of activities throughout the school.  

 Planning, providing and maintaining resources. 

 

 

J. Baird  Geography Subject Leader  
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