Our Topic — A Journey into Space

This term, our learning will focus on a journey into space. We will be finding out what space is, how people travel there, what can be found in space, and who travels

beyond Earth. The children will have opportunities to explore space-themed learning, share their own ideas and experiences, and learn about the important roles

astronauts and other space helpers play in keeping missions safe.

Year: Reception

Term: Spring 1

Literacy

This half term, our Literacy work will link to our space topic. Each
week, we will explore space-themed stories and texts. The children
will continue to practise writing CVC words using all of their new
phonics sounds, including digraphs and trigraphs. As confidence
builds, they will write short sentences using a range of sentence
openers such as “It is...”, “It has...” and “I can see...”. Through shared
and group stories, we will continue to develop comprehension by
discussing characters and events. Daily phonics sessions will support
the children in blending sounds and reading simple words.

Mathematics

In Maths this half term, the children will explore 2D
shapes and measuring, learning to recognise, describe,
and compare shapes and sizes through practical activities.
In Number, we will focus on comparing amounts using
more and fewer, exploring the concepts of one more and
one less, grouping quantities, and developing an
understanding of number bonds to 5. Hands-on learning
will continue to support children’s confidence and
understanding.

Phonics

This half term, children will continue their learning in Phase 3 of the
ELS phonics programme. We will be reinforcing Phase 3 sounds,
including digraphs, trigraphs, and tricky words, and encouraging
children to apply these when reading and writing simple words and
sentences. Regular updates and examples of learning will continue
to be shared on Tapestry.

Physical Development

This half term, we will develop both gross and fine motor
skills through our space theme. Children will take part in
weekly dance lessons and daily Write Dance sessions to
build coordination and control. On Fridays, we will
continue PE lessons in the hall or outside, focusing on
balance, movement, and fundamental physical skills linked
to space.

Key Vocabulary:

space
Earth
Moon
Sun
stars
planet
rocket
astronaut
Spacesuit
spaceship
launch
gravity

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

This half term, our focus is on managing self and taking on
challenges. The children will take part in team-building activities that
encourage working together and supporting others. We will also
explore ways to recognise and manage our emotions, learning
simple techniques to help us feel calm and grounded when feelings
become overwhelming.

Communication and Language

Throughout each day we will be provided with lots of
opportunities to share our ideas, express our thoughts
and feelings. Our main focus will be on starting school
and sharing information about ourselves with teachers
and other pupils. We will develop skills required to listen
to others as well as speaking clearly to share our own
ideas.

RE

In RE, we will be
focusing on stories
that Jesus told. The
children will explore a
range of parables and
discuss their messages
about kindness,
sharing, and helping
others.




